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Statement
of the Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Cambodia Reaffirms Its Determination to Combat All Forms of Transnational Crimes

The Royal Government of Cambodia reaffirms its strong commitment to combating and
suppressing all forms of transnational crimes, including online scam, human trafficking
and other cyber-enabled offenses that threaten the safety, dignity, and welfare of

individuals.

Under the leadership of Samdech Thipadei Hun Manet, Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Cambodia, the Cambodian competent authorities have made significant achievement

in dismantling criminal networks and bringing perpetrators to justice.
Recognizing the Complexity of the Challenge

Online crime today is increasingly transnational and technologically sophisticated.
Criminal networks operate across multiple jurisdictions, exploiting encrypted
communications, digital currencies, and transnational recruitment chains that make the
difference between victims and perpetrators less clear. Many individuals trapped in

scam compounds are themselves victims of trafficking and coercion.

Cambodia stresses the importance of distinguishing genuine victims from criminals,
ensuring that responses are humane, proportionate, and just. We also underscore that
sensational or misleading narratives can unfairly stigmatize workers and migrant
communities. Cambodia therefore calls for responsible and factual communication that

supports law enforcement while protecting vulnerable populations.
Measures Undertaken and Tangible Results in the Fight Against Online Crimes

Over the past two years, Cambodia has intensified nationwide operations to identify,

investigate, and dismantle online scam networks. These efforts include:



- Strengthening and enforcing laws against trafficking, cybercrime, fraud, and
money laundering, while updating regulations on digital evidence and asset
recovery.

- Enhancing inter-agency coordination among the competent authorities.

- Conducting targeted inspections, raids, and arrests of ringleaders and facilitators,
while seizing criminal assets such as cash, cryptocurrencies, vehicles, and
properties.

- Expanding 24/7 hotlines and shelters, providing psychosocial, medical, and legal

support to victims, and ensuring the non-criminalization of coerced victims.

The Government has further enhanced its legal and institutional frameworks,
strengthened inter-agency coordination, and enacted updates to laws on cybercrime,

anti-money laundering, and human trafficking.

The Government is implementing stronger cyber-crime prevention measures, including
new inter-ministerial coordination mechanisms, enhanced digital surveillance, and the

suspension of websites and business licenses linked to illegal operations.

The Government has also taken decisive administrative actions, including the revocation
of 120 business licenses, suspension of over 1,000 gambling-related websites, and
freezing of illicit bank accounts linked to digital fraud schemes. Enhanced cooperation
with foreign embassies has facilitated the identification and repatriation of victims, as

well as the exchange of intelligence on regional cyber-criminal groups.

The Cambodian law enforcement agencies have conducted numerous targeted
operations across the country. These actions have led to the closure of multiple illegal
compounds, the arrest of hundreds of suspects, and the rescue and protection of
Cambodian and foreign victims of online exploitation.

Moving forward, Cambodia is establishing a national cyber-crime task force, upgrading
digital-forensics capacity, and working with all partners to strengthen cross-border
enforcement and cyber-governance frameworks. These results underscore Cambodia’s
firm commitment to eradicating online crimes, safeguarding digital integrity, and

promoting a safer regional cyberspace.



Strengthening International Cooperation

Cambodia continues to work closely with its regional and international partners,
including the Republic of Korea, China, and ASEAN member states, through joint
investigations, intelligence sharing, and mutual legal assistance. These partnerships
have produced tangible results—such as the disruption of major scam operations,
successful prosecutions of organized crime figures, and the repatriation of foreign

victims to their home countries.

At the same time, Cambodia calls on international media and stakeholders to ensure

accurate, fair, and evidence-based reporting that promotes cooperation rather than division.
Cambodia and the Republic of Korea: A Shared Commitment

The Ministry expresses its deep regret and condolences regarding the recent tragic
incidents involving Korean nationals who have fallen victim to online employment scams
and related crimes in Cambodia. The Royal Government of Cambodia conveys its
heartfelt sympathy to the families of the victims, and to the Government and people of

the Republic of Korea.

During the recent meeting between Samdech Thipadei Hun Manet and Her Excellency
Kim Jina, Second Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea, both sides
reaffirmed their shared commitment to combating transnational crimes, particularly
online scams. The Prime Minister praised the fruitful cooperation between Cambodia
and Korea and expressed readiness to strengthen joint efforts to prevent, suppress, and

dismantle criminal networks more effectively.

Samdech Prime Minister emphasized that the two countries possess the necessary
capacity and mechanisms to address these Issues bilaterally, reaffirming that the
partnership is rooted in mutual respect, equality, and trust. Cambodia welcomes
continued dialogue and cooperation with the Republic of Korea to advance shared goals

for regional stability, security, and prosperity.



Vice Minister Kim Jina also held discussions with senior officials from both the Ministry
of Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on future cooperation between the two
countries in their joint efforts to combat all forms of online crime. She was subsequently
briefed on the measures undertaken and the significant results achieved in the fight

against such crimes.
Future Cooperation

Looking ahead, Cambodia will continue to strengthen law enforcement capacity,
legislative frameworks, and regional partnerships under the ASEAN framework. The
Kingdom will sustain its enforcement momentum through expanded inspections,

stronger financial-crime taskforces, and enhanced public awareness campaigns.

Cambodia’s message is clear: "Criminals exploit technology and borders; our response
must be equally connected and coordinated.” Through cooperation—not blame— the
Kingdom of Cambodia will continue to pursue kingpins, protect victims, and preserve

peace, order, and dignity for all.

Phnom Penh, 23 October 2025
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